The development of a sedation model in dogs.
The effect of various sedatives (ketamine, valium, acetylpromazine) on the saliva flow rate, swallowing capacity, muscle rigidity and ability to immobilize in an upright position was investigated in dogs. Ten healthy beagle dogs (3, six months old, 3, six years old, and 4 fourteen years old) were used for this study. A combination of ketamine (5 mg/kg) and acetylpromazine (0.175 mg/kg) produced the desired effect of normal saliva flow rate, swallowing capacity and muscle rigidity; immobilization in an upright position was attained. The saliva flow rate (unsedated) was found to decrease with increasing age of the dogs. The time to recovery from the ketamine/acetylpromazine sedation increased with increasing age of the dogs.